Allograft loss in renal transplant recipients with cryptococcus neoformans associated immune reconstitution syndrome.
This study describes the association of allograft loss and immune reconstitution syndrome (IRS) in the course of Cryptococcosis neoformans infection in renal transplant recipients. Patients comprised 54 renal allograft recipients with cryptococcosis in a prospective, multicenter study. IRS developed in 5.5% (3/54) of the renal transplant recipient with C. neoformans infection. The renal allograft was lost to chronic rejection in 66% (2/3) of the patients with cryptococcosis who developed IRS compared to 5.9% (3/51) of those who did not (P=0.012). Kaplan-Meier survival analysis showed that subsequent to cryptococcal infection the probability of allograft survival was significantly lower in patients who developed IRS compared to those who did not develop IRS (P=0.0004). Temporal association of graft loss with IRS suggests a common pathophysiologic basis for these entities with implications relevant for the optimal management of renal transplant recipients with cryptococcosis.